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May 24, 2002

For Immediate Release:
ROHN TO SUCCEED HITCH AS EIU DEAN. COLLEGE OF EDUCATION/PROFESSIONAL STUDIES
CHARLESTON - Charles A. Rohn has been named as Eastern Illinois University's next dean of its
College of Education and Professional Studies.
The appointment will be finalized once the university's Board of Trustees grants Rohn tenure. That
approval is expected to be given at the board's next meeting, scheduled to take place June 10.
Rohn will succeed Elizabeth Hitch, who is leaving Eastern to serve as provost and vice chancellor for
academic affairs at the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse. The appointment will take effect July 1, 2002.
"Dr. Rohn has a long and distinguished record as an education administrator," said Blair Lord, provost
and vice president for academic affairs. "Because Eastern was first established as a normal school, education
programs and the complementary professional studies programs in our College of Education and Professional
Studies are enormously important for the university.
"I know that Rohn's knowledge of state and national education issues and his proven skill as an
administrator will ensure that Eastern remains at the forefront in preparing teachers for our state and region."
Rohn is no stranger to Eastern or its CEPS, having taught and served as chair of the Department of
Educational Administration since 2000.

His areas of teaching expertise have included school law,

school/community relations, administration and supervision of the secondary school and school plant planning.
He also is familiar with Illinois and the Midwest, having received his bachelor's and master's degrees
from the University of Illinois-Springfield and his doctorate (philosophy) from Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, with additional study at Indiana University and the Motorola Leadership Development Institute.
During his career, Rohn has taught at the university (EIU, University of Montevallo - Montevallo, Ala.),
college (McKendree College, Lebanon; Lincoln Land Community College, Springfield) and high school
(Beardstown, III.) levels. In addition, he has served as superintendent of schools for both Lebanon Community
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astern Illinois University emphasizes distinguished teaching in the liberal arts, sciences and selected professions.

A traditional,

residential state university of recognized quality, Eastern enrolls more than 10,000 students in undergraduate and graduate programs.

The university, located in Charleston, also serves the region through a variety of non-credit and off-site degree programs, as well as cultural
and recreational opportunities. Eastern's pursuit of excellence attracts well-qualified students of an increasingly diverse population and a
teaching faculty active in research and public service who utilize the latest technology.
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ROHN NAMED DEAN, CEPS

Unit School District 9 and Waverly Community Unit School District #6; as director of vocational program
development for the Sangamon Area Vocational Education Region (Springfield); and as principal of New
Berlin (III.) and Cannelton (Ind.) junior/senior high schools.
His professional career has been complemented by an active record of publications, including
numerous journal submissions, and presentations. He also has collaborated with others to complete research
projects such as studies on proposed consolidations of neighboring school districts and studies of
communication levels between the state, central offices, school building and individual teachers.
Rohn also possesses a strong record of service to Eastern and other organizations, offices and
activities related to higher education.
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